
 
Michael O’Keefe of ‘Caddyshack’ Fame Returns to 
the Stage in New Off-Broadway Play 
Nearly four decades after ‘Caddyshack,’ the New York actor reflects on the comedy 
and his new role in ‘First Love’ 
	
	

	
Actor Michael O'Keefe at the Cherry Lane Theatre in New York on June 12. The veteran actor, who starred in 
‘Caddyshack’ and was nominated for an Oscar for his work in ‘The Great Santini,’ is now in a new off-
Broadway play, ‘First Love.’ PHOTO: KEVIN HAGEN FOR THE WALL STREET JOURNAL 
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Michael O’Keefe may forever be identified with the role of Danny Noonan, the young 
caddie in “Caddyshack.” 

But in the nearly four decades since the release of the goofball comedy that starred Chevy 
Chase, Bill Murray and Rodney Dangerfield, the actor has built a solid career that makes 
the part seem more like a pause on the green. 

Mr. O’Keefe, 63, has worked in dozens of films, playing alongside everyone from Jack 
Nicholson in “Ironweed” to George Clooney in “Michael Clayton.” He has been on the 



small screen as well—as a regular on the original “Roseanne” and, more recently, on 
series ranging from “Homeland” to “Masters of Sex.” 

But the actor, who was raised outside New York City and now calls upstate New York 
home, has also found a place for himself in the theater, with several appearances on 
Broadway. He is returning to the stage for a new work, “First Love,” by veteran 
playwright Charles Mee —or “Chuck,” as Mr. O’Keefe refers to him—that is being 
staged at the Cherry Lane Theatre. True to its title, the play looks at first romance, but 
through an unlikely lens—the lovers, played by Mr. O’Keefe and actress Angelina 
Fiordellisi, are in their 60s. 

The Wall Street Journal caught up with Mr. O’Keefe at the Cherry Lane. Here are edited 
excerpts from the conversation. 

Q: Do you look back on “Caddyshack” with fondness or do you think, “What the heck 
was I doing?” 
 
A: About 10 years ago, I did a TV pilot and the wardrobe designer said, “I’m a big 
‘Caddyshack’ fan,” and I was like, “Thanks…whatever.” 

But then she said, “My father just died of leukemia. And the last two months that he was 
in the hospital, we would all gather in his room and watch ‘Caddyshack.’ And it was one 
of the few chances for him to get over the fact he was dying and have some laughs. It 
bonded us as a family.” 

I really lost it when she told me that. And ever since then my whole inner landscape 
about my connection to the movie has changed. I really stopped ducking it, if you know 
what I mean. 

 
Michael O’Keefe, right, and Chevy Chase in ‘Caddyshack’ in 1980. Photo: EVERETT COLLECTION 

Q: Regarding “First Love,” you don’t see too many works about romance in later life. 
Why is that? 
 



A: We live in a youth-obsessed culture. And most mainstream media is geared to those 
types of audiences that have those types of expectations. And I think Chuck is an expert 
at subverting people’s expectations. 

 
From left: Blythe Danner, Michael O'Keefe, Robert Duvall  
and Julie Anne Haddock in ‘The Great Santini’ in 1979.  
PHOTO: WARNER BROS/EVERETT COLLECTION 

 

Q: What drew you to the play? 
 
A: I was already a huge fan of Chuck’s as a writer and a person. And the history of the 
Cherry Lane in New York theater and world theater is impeccable. It’s seen the first 
productions of plays by Tennessee Williams and Eugene O’Neill and Edna St. Vincent 
Millay and W.H. Auden and Samuel Beckett and Sam Shepard. That doesn’t get any 
better. And the part is, in a way, the most challenging part I’ve ever had in the theater. 
My goal as an actor is to try and bring a certain authenticity and verisimilitude to what I 
do. And Chuck’s writing is so powerful and far-reaching that you really have to dig deep 
to reach those goals. 
 
Q: Your career has taken you far and wide, and you’ve lived outside New York 
City for much of your working life. Still, do you consider yourself a New York 
actor? 
 
A: I’ve always come back to do theater here. If I could make a living doing plays, 
I would do a lot more of them. So, yeah, I do consider myself a New York actor. 
And now that I’m actually living in upstate New York, I have a New York state 
driver’s license, so that puts me in the ballpark. 
 

Appeared in the June 21, 2018, print edition as '‘Caddyshack’ Actor Looks Back.' 


